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PROVERBS XIX. 27. 
"EASE, MY SON, TO HEAR THE IN. 


ERR FROM THE WORDS OF KNOW- 
LEDGE. 


HE N. the wiſeſt of the Sons of 
Men addrefles us, and ſpeaks of a 


ſomething which claims the Title, and bor- 


STRUCTION WHICH CAUSETH TO 


Subject of the higheſt Importance, 
t well becometh us diligently to attend to 
the Inſtructions which he delivers, and con- 
ſaatly to obey the Precepts which he lays 
down. And when Wiſdom is the Subject of 
[which he treats, and either the Methods of 
taining true Knowledge, or of avoiding 
that which is falſe are pointed out to us, our 
Zeal in purſuing the Object ought to be in 
ſme Meaſure equal to the Excellency there- 
of --- But as Things the moſt noble in their 
Natures, and moſt ſacred in their Inſtitu- 
tions, are liable to be counterfeited or abuſed; 

ſo there may be a Species of Inſtruction, 


rows the Appearance thereof, which is ſo 

far from a Reality that it is only a Phantom, 

drawing Men from the right Paths into thoſe 
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ttſelf may carry thee into falſe Opinions, and 


1 


— Error or Deſtruction. Againſt this the 
wiſe Man in the Text is giving his Caution, 
e Ceaſe, ſays he, my Son, to hear the In- 

4 ſtruction which cauſeth to err from the 

„ Words of Knowledge.” As if he had 

ſaid, my Son, thou art now going into 2 
World full of Temptations, where the beſt 
Inclinations may be led aſtray either by pur- 
ſuing Objects that are wrong in themſelves, 
or by an improper Purſuit even of tboſe 
which are right. The Defire of Knowledge 


the Tree in the Garden of Science which | 
ſeems moſt pleaſant to the Eye, and moſt to 
be defired to make one wife, may poflibly 
yield a Fruit full of deadly reifen. Thi 
being the Caſe, it may not perhaps be an uſe- 
leſs or an unpleafing Speculation to confider | 
ſome of thoſe ſpecious Methods, which art 
- ſometimes too ſuccesfully made uſe of to 
draw us from the Knowledge of God, and? 
the Practice of our Duty. 


And pere 1 mall not mention, nor 1 
my Subject call on me to ſpeak againſt Viees | 
of the groſſer Kind, which rather totally er 
tinguiſh good Principles than draw us from 


chem; and indeed the ſalutary Rules lid 
down 
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down in this Place of Education, and the 
liberal Studies which are followed in it, ren- 
der Crimes of that Nature neither general 
dor frequent. I ſhall therefore only take the 
Liberty of giving you a Caution againſt ſome 
of thoſe falſe Kinds of Inſtruction, which 
either intermingle themſelves with true 
Knowledge, or elſe uſurp the Place of it, by 
which the Ignorance of the unwary may be 
deceived, or the Integrity of the Ingenuous 
may be perverted. 11 — 


One Method by which we may be ends 
from true Wiſdom, is an ardent Deſire either 
of gaining that Knowledge which is too won- 
derful and excellent for us, or the more fatal 
Attempt to perſuade ourſelves, or other Peo- 
ple that we are really poſſeſſed of it. ---- A 
Deſire of Knowledge above what God ori- 


| zinally granted them, brought our firſt Pa- 


rents to Miſery and Deſtruction; and the 
ſame Curiofity exerciſed in an improper 

Manner continues to be hurtful to us their 
Polterity. ---To this Vanity of appearing ſu- 
perior in Science to other People, we may 
often aſcribe that perpetual Inconſiſtency, 
which is ſo conſpicuous in all our Modes, 
1 of Auen and of acting. Hence it 
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is that we are not content with the common 
Ways of worſhipping the God of our Fathers, 
but new Methods are to be thought of, ang 
Arguments ſearched for to recommend them, 
ry Invention being dignified with the 
Name of Improvement, and every Novelty 
with that of Reformation. --- By following 
received Opinions and eſtabliſhed Cuſtoms, 
Men may indeed ſhow their Piety; but they 
ſeem to think that the ſtriking out of the 

common Path is the only Method of ſhow. 
ing their Superiority. ---For this Reaſon alſo 
the Myſteries of Religion are to be looked 
into, and Things in themſelves inexplicable 
are either to be fully explained or totally re- 
jected; as if we were amazed that a Diſpen- 
ſation planned by infinite Wiſdom ſhould 
contain any Thing in it which a finite Under- 
, ſtanding cannot comprehend. But the Diſ- 
puters of this World will ſee the Cauſes, | 
before they admit the Belief of Things; and 
will have the Evidence of Demonſtration 'ere | 
they condeſcend to give an Aﬀent to any 

9 Propoſition. Whatſoever their Reaſon, ſome | 
times whatſoever their Fancy diſalloweth, 
they brand with the Title of Abſurd, as if | 
Things themſelves altered, or Truth ceaſed 
= * ſuch, when our Apprehenſions could 
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no longer trace it's Nature, or account for 
irs Cauſes. And even when Men cannot diſ- 
pute the Principles, and dare not attack the 
Ground Work of Religion by bringing in 
ſuch Hereſies, as to deny the Lord that 
bought them ; yet they may ſtrive to obtain 
à Name among Men, by either adding ſome 
ſuperſtitious Rites to Religion, or elſe en- 
deavouring to ſtrip it of external Decencies. 
And the Obſervation which a ſenſible * Wri- 
ter makes of a former Century is found e- 
qually true of every ſucceeding Period. 
Nothing, ſays he, is more manifeſt than 

« this Truth, that the noble Simplicity and 
' Dignity of Religion were greatly corrupted 
ein many Places, when the Philoſophers 
' blended their Opinions with it's pure Doc- 

' trines, and were audacious enough to ſub- 

mit that divine Syſtem of Faith and Piety 
to be ſcrutinized and modified by the falli- 
ble Rule of imperfect Reaſon.” = 


When Men therefore attempt to lay any 
other Foundation than that 'which is laid, 
diz. Jeſus Chriſt, or to build on this Foun- 
dation Wood, Hay, or Stubble, their own 
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LY 
idle Conceits or vain Notions, both them. 
ſelves and their Works wall Probably be 
brought to Nought ---- For while by noyel 
Inventions Men affect ſuperior Degrees of 
| Knowledge, they fall into greater Depths of 
Error, and while they profeſs themſelves to 
be eminently wiſe they become Fools. 


Another Kind of evil Inſtruction, which 

recommends itſelf to us under the ſpecious 
Title of Knowledge is falſe Wit, or the Ta- | 
| lent of Ridicule, when made Uſe of in Mat. 
ters which concern "OO or Religion. 


Wit, as it implies : a great Depth of Un- 
8 derſtanding, a penetrating Genius, or a dif- 
cerning Judgment, is doubtleſs a Quality 
worthy the higheſt Honour, When it exerts 

itſelf in the Invention of uſeful Arts, or in 
the Improvement of any Branch of Science, | 
it places us in a flattering Superiority over | 
the Bulk of Mankind ---- But when it is 
engaged in relieving the Neceſſities, adding 
to the Comforts, or encreaſing the Happi- 
neſs of thoſe around us; at the ſame Time 
pointing out the beſt Methods and Seaſons 
for effecting theſe Purpoſes ; it makes us 


approach nearly to that glorious Being, 
the 
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| the Imitation of whoſe Nature we arrive at 


the perfection of our own. * While our 
Wit is employed alſo to laugh Men out of 
vice and Folly it is of Service to the 
(World ; but inſtead of this it is generally 
made Uſe of to laugh Men out of Virtue 
«and good Senſe, by attacking every Thing 
that is ſolemn and ſerious, decent and praiſe 
« worthy in human Life.“ If by a lucky 
Combination of Images we can introduce 
any trifling Idea into our Notions of Vir- 
tue, or can fix any ludicrous Epithets upon 

her, we may perhaps render her, though 

amiable in herſelf, yet ridiculous in her 


Equipage. ” 


The Power of falſe Wit and Ridicule was 
fatally ſhown in the heathen World, in the 


Conteſt between the comic Poet and the Phi- 


loſopher of Athens. For in this Inſtance, 
notwithſtanding the Excellency of Socrates, 
the Gravity of the Judges, and the Polite- 
nefs of the Athenian People, yet, we know, 
that Wit triumphed over Philoſophy ; and 
Raillery carried the Prize on ſolid IO 
n 85 
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Neither is Ridicule leſs ſucceſsful in her 
Attacks on Piety and Virtue in modern 
Times, than in any preceding Period of | 
Hiſtory. For Religion till furniſheth Mat. | 
ter for the profane Wit of the Libertine, or 
is made a Subject for the Song of the De- 
bauchee; as every Attempt is uſed in order 

to deride her Myſteries, and to contemn her 
Ordinances. When good Senſe cannot but 
admit, when Reaſon cannot but approve the 
Arguments by which Religion is upheld, 
Satire and Drollery are the Engines moſt 
likely to weaken her Power, or to draw us 
off from her Defence. --- For this End the | 
Man of Humour endeavours rather to pleaſe 
than to inſtruct; and to laugh at thoſe Rea- 
ſonings which he cannot confute; for which 
Purpoſe the jocularly profane Sayings of for- 
mer Apes are revived, and adapted to the 
vitiated Taſte of the preſent Times. And if | 
by theſe Methods the Imagination can once 
be caught, even our Reaſon may be biaſſed 
to declare herſelf of the ſame Party, Hence 
it ſometimes happens, that thoſe who have } 
Judgment ſufficient to confute the Argu- 
ments of the Wicked, have not Reſolution | 
enough to withſtand their Ridicule, but * 
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by the Scornings of others, at length indu- 
ced to fit down in the Seat of the Scornful. 
Thus they are not ſo properly brought over 
to the Intereſt of Vice, as laughed out of 
the Profeſſion of their Virtue; and being led 
by their Paſſions, neglect or overlook the 
Ditates of their Reafon, and Laws of their 
God. But let us remember that Wit, ex- 
cept good Senſe direfts it, is generally falſe 

Reaſoning, and conſequently an erroneous 
Teſt of Truth ; flattering the Imagination, . 
without convincing the Reaſon, and cor- 


rupting the Will rather than informing the 
judgment. Of this kind of Wit, and the 


Laughter which ariſes from it, we may with 


the wiſe Preacher pronounce that it is mad; 
and with him OE WR en ſuch 8 Sort | 
of Mirth doeth! * W 


- Adil Methed of puttin g > Evil for Good, h 
and bitter for ſweet, is the miſtaking bare 


Accompliſhments and pleaſing Qualifications 
for real Virtues. But this is putting a Qua- 
lity inſtead of a Subſtance, and in ſome Mea- 
ſure ſetting up an Idol in the Temple of the 
living God. Little Minds, it is true, are 
moſtly taken with little Things as being beſt 
Wapted t to them, and the generality of Man- 

B kind 
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kind nee ſuperficially of Matters, and can 
pronounce only of the external of Things, 
The pleaſing Grace therefore, with which 
a bad Action is performed ſhall ſometimes 

palliate the Guilt, or attone for the Baſeneſ; | 
of it. But we ſhould recolle& that we are 
ſent into Life with Talents and Abilities to 

_ adorn our Nature by. advancing the Intereſt 
of our Fellow Creatures, and promoting the | 
Glory of our God. We are ſent to fight 
under the Banner o Chriſt againſt Sin, the | 
World and the Devil, and are expected to 
act ſuitably. to our high Calling, and the 
Dangers to which we are expoſed, that we 
may finiſh the Work which God has given 
us to do. When we contend for the Faith 
1 we muſt take the whole Armour of God, 
and if we are really deſirous of Victory, we 
ſhall be leſs attentive to the ornamental Part W 


of our Armour than to the Proof and Ex- 
| Feeney thereot. 
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It is alfo in treating Mankind to ſubſl. 
tute any other Set of Duties in the Place of 
thoſe which Religion requires from us, ot 
to offer any other Rewards than thoſe which | 
the Goſpel has graciouſly propoſed to our | 
Obedience, It is vain therefore to 8 

mend 


E 

nend the pleaſing Modes of Behaviour, or 
external Addreſs, inſtead of thoſe more va- 
luable Qualifications, which immediately 
tend to correct the Morals, and to form the 
Heart, when all is right within, outward 
Flegancies may be eaſily attained, or the 
want of them eaſily excuſed; but if the 
Root is unſound or unhealthy, the Branches 
which ſpring from it will ſoon fade away for 
want of proper Nouriſhment. External Ele- 
gancies are employed in the beſt Manner 
when they are conſecrated to the Cauſe, and 
employed as the Handmaids of Religion, 
and either adminiſter to her Wants, adorn 
her Service, or * her TY « 5 


Let this Queen of Heaven, as ſhe is all 
glorious in her internal Excellency, have her 
Dreſs and Equipage equal to her Rank, and 
be cloathed with wrought Gold. --- Only let 
not our Attention be drawn off either by the 
Splendor of her Retinue, or the Beauty or 
Grandeur of her Cloathing, from paying that 
Honor which is due to her Perſon alone. 
And we may obſerve that the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſo far from diſcouraging an Atten- 
tion to outward Accompliſhments, if they 
ae e joined with ſuperior Qualifications and 
* 2 Virtues, 
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Virtues, that an inſpired Apoſtle has tecom. 
mended them together ; ordering us at the 
Time that we think on whatſoever Things 
are honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, what. 
ſoever Things are pure, to think alſo on 
whatſoever Things are lovely, and: of good 
; if 


The Word 70 alſo. as it is uſed in mo- 
dern Times, may by its falſe Appearance 
drawn us off from the Practice of moral 
Duties. For this is a Principle whoſe Foun- 
dation frequently reſts in the precarious Opi- 

nions of Mankind, varying with the Times, and 
changing with the Modes of thinking which 

happen to be peculiar to them. It has there- 
fore Caprice for it's Baſis more than Judg- 
ment, and for that Reaſon frequently op- 
poſes Principles which from its primary In- 
tention it ought to ſupport and maintain. 

It often ſprings alſo from the Pride or the 

Folly of Mankind, and ſometimes ariſes | 
from a mere corrupted Source. It's Actions 

alſo are too frequently deſtructive both of 

natural Benevolence and. chriſtian Charity, 
and even when. © viewed, in the moſt fa- 
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 vourable Light, it's chief Deſign is not + 
ſo much to ſecure the Happineſs of All, 


. as to gain the Superiority of a Few. Hence 


« this Principle has ever led it's Votaries to 
:abhor the Commiſſion, not ſo much of 
„what is unjuſt as of what is generally 
called contemptible.' As this Principle 
then is found even to fight againſt God, ei- 
ther by undermining | the Tenets of the 
Goſpel, or bringing in Notions oppoſite to 


| chriſtian Doctrines, it can be ranked only 


under that Species of Inſtruction, which 
cauſeth us to err from the Word of . | 


lage. 


en hint 4 this me e Principle is 
likewiſe found under the Name of Taſte in 
mother Department, in which as it might 
be more innocently, I wiſh it was totally 
confined ; viz. in the Article of our Plea- 
fares and Amuſements. A great Part of 
thoſe who. move in the higheſt Ranks of Life, 
ſeem to think they are ſent into the World 
merely to take their Paſtime therein. ---- If 
Man adds any Improvement to Luxury, or 


can luckily introduce any new Folly into the 
Circle of publick Diverſions, he is mme- 


n ſtiled ingenious by an Age, which 
ſeems 5 
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Knowledge, you are doubtleſs beforehand 
hand with me in determining what true In- 


ſtruction is, and what are the moſt "proper 
Means of n . | 


Evidence to ſupport it. Nature perpetually 
_ teaches us this Leſſon, and Reafan forcibly 
ſeconds her Admonitions. ---=- But though 
they both pant after Truth, yet of them- 
ſelves, they are unable to find it. For the 
Philoſophers of old did little elſe but doubt 
or object, and in the. Courſe of their Enqui- 

_ ries, frequently introduced. new. Difficulties 
without removing thoſe which they had met 
with. . Arguings produced Nothing capable 
of ſatisfying the Mind, but as they aroſe in 
Doubtings, ſo they proceeded i in Uncertain- 
ty, and generally terminated in Error. And 
" Cloud of Darkneſs * oyer the Earth 


(4) 
ſeems chiefly to wiſh, that the Whim' of the 
preſent Moment may be ſucceeded my ſome 
more glaring 2 


; \Hlavieg thus confilectsd ſome obvious Me- 
thods by which we may be drawn from true 


ft That Truth is the Object moſt. 8 
to our Faculties, and therefore moſt worthy 
our Purſuit, is a Propoſition which wants no 


till 


til 
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till the Goſpel . Chriſt appeared; that 
Light which was to enlighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the Glory of the Chriſtian Iſrael. 

The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt chaſed away that 
Ignorance which had envelopped\ the hea- 
| then World, and introduced a Syſtem of 
true Knowledge to give Light to thoſe who 


at that Time lay in Darkneſs, and to guide 
their lateſt Poſterity into the Ways of Peace. 


That God whom former Ages had worſhip- 
ped under the Title of unknown, was clear- 


ly and perſonally revealed ; and thoſe Duties 
are recommended to us by which our tem- 


poral Felicity is ſecured, and the Rewards 
of eternal Grory promiſed to our Obedience. 


This then is Knowledge worthy of the At- : 
tention of 'a Man, this is a Science worthy 
| of the Study of an Academick. But leſt 


this divine Knowledge ſhould be little at- 


tended to through the Ignorance' of ſome, 
or ſhould be totally extinguiſhed by the 


Wickedneſs of others, it is highly i incum- 
bent on us carefully to. keep this ſacred De- 
poſit the Goſpel pure and uncorrupted al- 
ways. And as the Cavils of the Infidel : ap- 


pear differently, at different Times, we muſt 
conſtantly and diligently make, Uſe of all the | 
Methods which human Learning affords 2 5 
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underſtood, Metaphors cleared, Idioms af. 


and Aﬀections excited. The Beauties of 
Language alſo are to be attended to, ad 
ſtudied by us, and we muſt borrow of hea. 8 
then Authors their Jewels of Silver, and 
their Jewels of Gold, the Dignity of their 
Sentiments, and the Elegance of their Ex- W 


of the living God. 


l ing the aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, this will 
be the beſt Proof and Evidence that we hare | 


we may be farther aſſured that thoſe whom 
God has mercifully guided with his Counſel 
here, he will graciouſly receive into his | 
Glory hereafter. 
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in order to ſupport the Credit, to illuſtrate 
the Truths, and adorn the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel. For this Purpoſe Hiſtories are to 
be compared, Cuſtoms explained, Languages 


certained, Precepts inforced, Motives urged, 


preſſions, and conſecrate them to the den ice 


But above all Things lth us . in the 


Lord with all our Hearts, and not lean too WW 

much or entirely depend on our own Abi- 
| lities, let us beg of God to give us Grace 

| gather with Wiſdom and ing 


This will be the beſt Method of obtain- 


already obtained a Portion thereof. And 
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